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March 19, 2020 
 
Dear Wildcat Family: 
 
Today Governor Reeves announced all public schools in the State of Mississippi will be closed through April 17, 
2020. The Columbia School District would like to announce the ongoing groundwork scheduled for our students 
during this time of school closure. 
 
CSD's administrative team is finalizing a plan this week that will involve digital/online and paper/pencil 
resources. Our idea going forward is to allow teachers time next week to prepare instructional materials for the 
upcoming weeks. We anticipate distance learning to begin on March 30th. CSD's goal is for our students to 
remain engaged and continue to build upon the abundant strides they have made this school year. Principals at 
our respective schools will be communicating with families on relevant school-related material and the potential 
dispersal of school-issued computers.  
 
The backbone of the Columbia School District is our people, especially our exceptional classroom teachers. 
While schools remain closed, they will play a more significant role than ever. Nothing can replace the work 
conducted in a teacher's classroom. However, CSD is fortunate to have a computer for every student that will 
allow learning to continue during this time of closure.  
 
The Columbia School District will begin offering free grab and go meals to children 0-18 on Monday, March 
23rd. Meal service will be distributed from two school locations: Columbia High School and Columbia Primary 
School, from 10:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. weekdays. Drive-up and walk-up service will be available at each 
school site in the bus lane located next to the cafeteria. 
 
I recognize issues regarding various school-related functions remain unanswered at this time. As information 
becomes available, I assure you we will disseminate it as soon as possible. 
 
 
As a reminder, regular updates will be available via the web at: 
 

Website: https://www.columbiaschools.org/covid-19 
 

 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Jason Q. Harris, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 
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