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May 8, 2020 
 
 
Dear Wildcat Family: 
 
 
I can’t believe it is already time for the end of the year procedures. This year was one for the record books. It 
was a fantastic year of collaborative work and significant progress, as we all rallied together to make it through 
this difficult time. I can’t thank everyone enough for your endless hours of doing whatever was necessary to 
support our students—both at home and at school. This year, especially, our teachers and parents deserve a 
special thank you for going above and beyond the call of duty to provide whatever was necessary to add to our 
students’ already rich school experience. 
 
That experience could not occur without the endless energy, skills, and devotion of the Columbia School District 
family. Thank you and well done to an incredible group of professionals who never complained or wavered in 
their commitment to our students. Your care and concern for the wellbeing of your students never stopped, even 
when you could no longer see them face-to-face. You have demonstrated the true meaning of being an educator. 
I am in awe of all you were able to accomplish. Because of you, our students were provided some normalcy 
during this chaotic time.  
 
And to our parents, thank you for being patient with us as we all tried to figure out how to serve our students 
best. Thank you for stepping in and helping to continue your child’s learning process when we couldn’t be so 
that our students are prepared to return in the fall. We are indebted to our families for doing their best to make 
this work for everyone. 
 
Last night, Thursday, May 7, the Columbia School District Board of Trustees approved the 4th nine weeks 
grading policy. A link to this policy can be found on our district website. There is also a link to our end of school 
closeout procedures. We will continue to add new information to our website as it arises. Please know that the 
Columbia School District is attuned to the changing conditions and circumstances in our community, and we are 
working hard to make the best decisions possible for all of our students and staff. This time calls for kindness 
and patience. Taking care of the social-emotional needs of our students and staff is front and center in our minds. 
As we move forward and plan for next year, let us remember to act with compassion.  
 
As a reminder, regular updates will be available via the web at: 

 
Website: https://www.columbiaschools.org/covid-19 

 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Jason Q. Harris, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 
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Superintendent 
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