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March 23, 2020 
 
 
Dear Wildcat Family: 
 
Merriam Webster defines and provides multiple meanings of the word challenge. One particular example is as 
follows: to arouse or stimulate especially by presenting with difficulties. I think it’s fair to say this meaning 
applies very well to us right now! Right now, we have a problematic situation and significant challenge on 
multiple fronts. Nonetheless, without a doubt, all of us together will conquer this challenge.  
 
Our dedicated teachers and staff returned today (in groups of ten or less) to prepare for distance learning that will 
occur in the upcoming weeks. We are all aware of the difficulties distance learning will present as families 
(including mine) begin to organize what working and schooling from home starts to resemble. I want to assure 
you Columbia School District is taking all of the needed steps to confirm we organize, support, and provide 
reinforcement during this transition. Two additional vital terms we must rehearse, flexibility, and patience. I am 
asking that our staff remain flexible as we traverse these new waters. On the other hand, I request you remember 
to be flexible with your students as well. Patience will be necessary for all of us throughout this period!          
 
Earlier today, you should have received communication from the district regarding computers, internet 
accessibility, and transportation. If you did not receive this prior communication, please e-mail Dr. Randall at 
drandall@columbiaschools.org or call 601-736-2366 during the hours of 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.   
 
The Columbia School District began offering free grab and go meals to children today. As a reminder, meal 
service will be distributed from two school locations: Columbia High School and Columbia Primary School, 
from 10:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. weekdays. Drive-up and walk-up service will be available at each school site in 
the bus lane located next to the cafeteria. 
 
If you indicated on the Distance Learning survey that your student will need to check out a Chromebook, please 
visit the Distance Learning website to see the letter concerning pick-up instructions. 
 
With any luck, our communications are in a manner that is not overwhelming to you. We hope to relieve stress, 
not add any additional weight. As always, feel free to reach out with questions or concerns.       
 
As a reminder, regular updates will be available via the web at: 
 

Website: https://www.columbiaschools.org/covid-19 
 

 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Jason Q. Harris, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 
 
 

 
 

Jason Q. Harris, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 

jharris@columbiaschools.org 
 


